NOTES.
most noble, most sublime poems which either this age or
nation has produced.' (Works, ed. 1808, v, 106.) Dry den's
six lines on Milton ((Three poets in three distant ages born')
were written for the 1688 edition of * Paradise Lost,5 to be
engraved beneath . Milton's portrait. In the * Essay on
Satire/ prefixed to Dry den's translation from Juvenal, there
is a long criticism of ' Paradise Lost/ and there are many
allusions in his other critical prefaces. (Works, ed. 1808,
xiii. pp. 19-21 ; xiv. p. 142.) Even at the court, amongst
the noblemen who shone as po'ets and wits, Milton found
admirers. Roscommon, in his ' Essay on Translated Verse/
ended with a condemnation of rhyme, and a specimen of
blank verse, a cento from ' Paradise Lost/ as an example of
the highest poetry the British muse had attained. John
Sheffield, afterwards Duke of Buckingham, in his * Essay on
Poetry' (1682), classed Milton with the greatest poets. The
epic poet, he said,
' Must above Cowley, nay, and Milton too prevail,
Succeed where great Torquato and our greater Spenser fail.*
Johnson,  in his   Life of Sheffield,  points out  that in the
last editions of this poem * Milton was  advanced to the
highest place, and the passage thus adjusted':
'Must above Tasso's lofty flights prevail,
Succeed where Spenser and e'en Milton fail.*
Hostile criticisms during the same period were not lacking.
Cunningham quotes several examples, and others are given
by Masson (vi. 783), But the multiplication of editions is a
solid proof of Milton's popularity. A German translation of
* Paradise Lost3 was published in 1682; a Latin translation
of the first book in 1686; and in 1688 came Tonson's
sumptuous subscription folio. A sixth edition of ' Paradise
Lost/ with an elaborate commentary, was published in 1695.
Addison's criticisms in the ' Spectator' began in 1712, when
nine editions of e Paradise Lost' had been published.
P. 46. Phillips, Life'of Milton, p. xli. The result of this
system was a breach between Milton and his daughters.
Elizabeth Fisher, Milton's servant, deposed during the trial
of the dispute relating to the poet's will that he told her e that